
 

 

 

 

 
  

November 2016  

Dear Friends,  

In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  

(1 Thess. 5:18 KJV)  

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be 

ye thankful. (Col. 3:15 KJV)  

Many people have a Thanksgiving tradition of asking everyone around the dinner table to say 

something for which they’re thankful on Thanksgiving Day.  It’s a great way to remind us of the 

many blessings that have been poured out upon us by our kind and loving Father in heaven.    

The Apostle Paul reminded the members of some of the early congregations that they needed to 

have thankful hearts as well.  The Thessalonians were told to be thankful in everything.  The 

earlier context of this instruction tells us that it was regarding not returning evil for evil and to do 

good to others.  They were to rejoice and pray, giving thanks in every situation because that’s 

what God wants.  We usually have no problem thanking God for our abundance but Paul exhorts 

the followers of Christ that God wants us to be thankful even when things aren’t as good or 

bountiful.  Sometimes we have a hard time seeing that God is at work but that doesn’t mean He 

isn’t at work.  God’s work cannot always rightly be discerned by how we interpret our 

circumstances, as William Cowper wrote; “God moves in mysterious ways; His wonders to 

perform…”  It is good to keep this in mind as we are immersed in the turmoil of our current 

election cycle and the convulsions of a tumultuous world.  God reigns and is fully in control, we 

give thanks knowing this is so even when circumstances may appear otherwise.  

Knowing that God is doing as He has promised allows us to find His peace even amid seeming 

chaos.  As Paul tells the Colossians, that peace must rule in our hearts.  That peace brings us the 

quiet assurance of rest, realizing that Jesus has finished His work on Calvary and by the power of 

His resurrection raised us to newness of life.  Our Savior told us the world would be shaken but 

His Word would remain firm through eternity.  We were called into the body of that Savior, the 

awesome body of Christ, called in a unity that transcends every effort put forth to sever that 

bond.  So with this in mind we are to be thankful.  

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose. (Rom. 8:28 KJV)  

So  

Be careful (anxious) for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known unto God. (Phil. 4:6 KJV)  

God’s Peace and Happy Thanksgiving,  

Jay Weidner  
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DONATIONS RECEIVED…    

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Ernest Bylkas, Jr.Ernest Bylkas, Jr.Ernest Bylkas, Jr.Ernest Bylkas, Jr.    
From Dale & Joanne Mattinen 

Judy Bylkas 
 

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Jeremy KuivanenJeremy KuivanenJeremy KuivanenJeremy Kuivanen    
From Kenneth Heikka 

Bob & Norma Sarver 
 

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Carol Carol Carol Carol LepistoLepistoLepistoLepisto    
From George, Tom, Ann & Laura Lepisto 

 

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Gordon JukuriGordon JukuriGordon JukuriGordon Jukuri    
From Dave & Gladys Wiitanen 

 

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Clifton RautioClifton RautioClifton RautioClifton Rautio    
From Bob & Norma Sarver 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE…. Winter Night of MusicWinter Night of MusicWinter Night of MusicWinter Night of Music        
at Zion Lutheran Church in Hancock, MI, to benefit the seminary on 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016 at 7PM.  (NOTE: Date has changed) 
Join us for an evening of Christmas caroling and special music.  

Refreshments will be served. 
 
 

  



 

 

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS: 
There are several ways to support the Seminary.   

 

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile 

offers the same products, same prices and same service and will also donate 0.5% of the price 

of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile.  

Simply log use in by using this link…. 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317  
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization. 

 

 

 

The Thrivent Choice® program offers a way members can recommend where Thrivent Financial 
distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. As a benefit member, your ownership of 
Thrivent Financial products and services help make this support possible.  

 
Remember….If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute 
Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the 
Choice Dollars designated are based on: 

• Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or  

• Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying insurance products; or  

• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.  

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 
800-847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative. 

 

 
HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY 

 

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has created an endowment fund so that our supporters may make 

gifts that will provide ongoing support.  Our Endowment Fund is designed to preserve the 

principal and a portion of the earnings, and use the remainder of the earnings to fulfill our 

mission. Because only a portion of the annual earnings on our Fund is used each year, the Fund 

continues to grow, buffering the Fund against inflation and providing a permanent source of 

support to our mission. 

  

The Fund is located at the InFaith Community Foundation, based in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. The Foundation is dedicated to supporting the charitable, religious and educational  

We invite you to participate in supporting the endowment.  You may make gifts during life or 

at death.  If you would like to learn more about the purpose of the endowment and ways you 

may give, please visit http://www.infaithfound.org/ilseminary. 
 

 

The students and staff at the Inter-Lutheran Seminary appreciate your continued support!    
 


